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Dermoid cysts (Cysti c teratomas) which constitute 10-

159'c of all ovari an tumours, usuall y present as cysts which 

rarely exceed I 0- 15cm in di ameter and usu

all y with teeth, cartil age or putty sebaceous 

materi al. 

This case is presented because of the pres

entati on or dermoid cyst as a large size nodu

lar tumour with \ ari able consistency meas

uring 50 x -l- 0 ems and containing multiple 

globular sebaceous ball s varying in size from 

6 em to I 0 ems in diameter. 

M rs. S., 35 years old multiparous lady with 

previous vaginal deli veri es had presented with a huge 

abdominal mass occupying all the quadrants and extend

ing upto about 6cms below the xiphi sternum with uniform 

dull aching abdominal pain. 

General examinati on revealed a healthy young lady with 

normal cardi ovascular and respiratory system. The ab

dominal mass measured 50 x 40 em with variable con

sistency and well defin ed upper and lateral borders. Pel

vic examinati on confirmed the mass to be arising from 

the adnexa. Ultrasound examination revealed a large mass 
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w ith echo geni c areas occupying the whole of the in teri or 

of the mass. At laparotomy the mass was found to be 

arising from the ri ght ovary 

and uterus and the other 

ovary were normal. Cut 

secti on revealed the con

tents to be onl y multt plc se

baceous balb mi xed wit h 

hair (20 in no.) varying in 

size from 6cm to I Ocm di 

ameter. 

Chemical �c �h �a �n �g�e�~� in the 

sebaceous materi al, fr ag

mentation of the hair and the churning acti on of body 

movements are said to be the cause for fo rmati on of se

baceous balls. 

Multipl e small sebaceous balls have been illu strated in 

the text book of clinical of gynaecology - by Sir T.N.A 

Jeff coate. 

Dermoid cysts with sebaceous ball s can thus present as 

nodular large tumours posing a clini cal and ultrasoni c di 

lemma as to the benign nature of the tumour. 


